[Public access defibrillation in alpine skiing areas: three case reports and a brief survey of the literature].
In the months of winter 2002-2004, three cases of non-traumatic cardiac arrest occurred in the skiing area of the Stubaier Gletscher in Tyrol, Austria. All patients were initially resuscitated by ski patrol members, including the use of an automated external defibrillator (AED). Two of the patients were alive at hospital admission, one patient was discharged from hospital without neurological damage. The article describes the chain of survival in a high-alpine area, the installation of a modified public-access-defibrillation (PAD) system in a skiing area, and the prerequisites necessary for a successful PAD-program far away from an organized emergency medical system.